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14,  Temple  Street,  Birmingham, 

February  5th , 1896. 

XT o tbc  Eufciiuitou  XUrban  HMstnet  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Second 
Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
District  under  your  charge.  This  comprises  the 
Hamlets  of  Erdington  and  Witton,  and  includes 
the  following  public  institutions,  viz. : — The  Aston 
Union  Workhouse,  the  J affray  Hospital,  the  Mason 
Orphanage,  and  the  Small-pox  portion  of  the  Aston 
Manor  Infectious  Hospital. 

AREA. 

The  area  of  the  whole  District  is  4,550  acres,  of 
which  3,610  are  in  Erdington,  and  940  in  Witton. 

POPULATION. 

The  census  taken  in  1891  showed  the  popula- 
tion to  be  9,628.  This,  of  course,  is  the  last  actual 
enumeration  we  possess,  and  all  figures  taken  for 
statistical  purposes  in  succeeding  years  are  only 
estimates  of  population.  Fortunately  l have, 
through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Henry  May,  of  Aston 
Manor,  the  means  of  judging  pretty  accurately  the 
increase  of  the  people,  as  the  Aston  School  Board 
makes  annually  a census  of  inhabited  houses 
throughout  the  area  over  which  they  have  scholastic 
jurisdiction,  and  by  multiplying  the  number  of 
houses  inhabited  by  the  figure  5 '4  (the  average 
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number  of  inmates  found  at  the  census  of  1891), 
and  making  allowance  for  one  or  two  other  minor  con- 
siderations,  [ obtain  the  figure  11,555,  viz.,  11,037 
for  Erdington  and  518  for  Witton.  This  is  an 
increase  of  440  in  the  last  twelve  months,  and 
although  as  a percentage  increase  it  is  large,  looking 
at  the  rate  at  which  new  houses  have  sprung  up, 
I cannot  consider  it  excessive.  I must,  however, 
call  your  attention,  while  dealing  with  this  subject, 
to  the  importance  of  a more  frequent  enumeration 
of  the  people,  particularly  as  it  lias  been  deter- 
mined to  take  a quinquennial  census  over  the  whole 
metropolitan  area.  When  we  remember  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  exact  population  is  essential  if 
our  death  and  other  rates  are  to  be  accurately  cal- 
culated, we  see  the  importance  of  the  principle  of  a 
quinquennial  census  being  adopted  generally  over 
the  country,  and  1 trust  that  you  will,  by  resolution 
or  otherwise,  call  the  attention  of  the  authorities  to 
this  desirable  and  very  important  change. 


BIRTHS. 

307  births  (173  males  and  134  females)  have 
been  registered,  of  which  239  were  in  Erdington, 
18  in  Witton,  and  50  at  the  Workhouse.  This  is 
an  increase  on  the  figures  for  1894.  The  birth-rates 
areas  follows  : Erdington,  21*65  ; Witton,  34*74  ; 
and  the  whole  District,  22'32. 


DEATHS. 

416  deaths  (234  males  and  182  females)  were 
registered  in  the  District,  viz.,  138  in  Erdington, 
6 in  Witton,  253  at  the  Workhouse,  15  at  the 
Jaffray  Hospital,  1 at  the  Mason  Orphanage,  and 
3 in  the  Aston  Small-pox  Hospital.  In  order  to 
find  the  true  death-rate,  it  is  necessary  to  subtract 
from  the  total  the  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging 
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to  the  District,  and  to  add  the  deaths  of  any 
belonging  to  the  District  which  occurred  outside  it. 
The  result  of  this  is,  I find,  that  148  deaths  are  to 
be  debited  to  us  this  year,  giving  on  the  estimated 
population  the  satisfactory  rate  of  12 '80  per  1,000 
persons  living. 


The  following  Table  shows  at  a glance  the  birth, 
death,  and  zymotic  rates  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1 

1890.  1891. 

1892. 

1893 

1894. 

1895. 

r 

Birth-rate  ...  20*92 

20*90 

24*36 

20*83 

25*05  23*67 

23*37 

21*00 

20*87 

22*32 

Death-rate  ...  1 1 *58 

11*68 

12*30 

11*19 

12*52  13*43 

13*25 

12*91 

10*16 

12*80 

Zjnnotic  rate  ...  0*75 

0*71 

2*29 

0*10 

1 *18  1*55 

0*80 

1*34 

0*35 

0*95 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  Table  that  that  the 
death-rate  is  almost  the  exact  average  of  that  for 
the  preceding  ten  years,  and  when  we  consider  that 
in  1894  we  had  the  lowest  death-rate  ever  recorded, 
we  see  how  satisfactory  the  statistics  are,  for  it  is 
only  natural  that  after  a particularly  low  rate  we 
should  have  one  rather  above  the  average.  The 
Zymotic  death-rate  is  equally  satisfactory,  for  it  is 
very  much  belowT  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  next  Table  compares  the  death-rate  for  the 
year  with  that  of  neighbouring  authorities,  and  with 
the  whole  of  En  eland  : — 

O 

DEATH-RATE  PER  1,000  LIVING. 


1895. 

Erdington. 

Aston  Manor. 

Sutton 

Coldfield. 

England. 

12*80 

16*5 

11*04 

18*7 
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Of  the  148  deaths,  40  were  in  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  giving  a percentage  to  the  total 
deaths  of  27’0. 

T1  le  following  Table  shows  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality,  compared  with  the  total  number  of  births 
and  deaths  : — 


Annual  Rate 
of 

Mortality. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Children  under 
Five  Years 
to 

Total  Deaths. 

Percentage  of 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 
One  Year  to 
Registered 
Births. 

12  -SO 

27-0 

35-1 

15*5 

I was  able  last  year  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
comparatively  low  rate  of  infant  mortality,  but  this 
year  I regret  to  say  the  percentage  of  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  to  registered  births  is  again 
excessive.  The  large  infantile  mortality  has  been  for 
some  years  one  of  the  most  marked  characteristics  of 
our  health  returns,  and  I have  on  more  than  one 
occasion  carefully  enquired  into  the  reasons  of  it. 
These  enquiries  always  showed  that  Zymotic  disease 
was  not  materially  concerned,  but  that  the  causes 
registered  pointed  more  to  weakness  of  the  mothers 
and  ignorance,  or  carelessness  of  those  elementary 
physiological  principles  so  largely  concerned  in  the 
rearing  of  infants.  The  figures  this  year  point  in 
the  same  direction,  for  we  find  the  causes  of  death 
under  one  year  of  age  registered  as  follows 
Convulsions,  7 ; Premature  Birth,  5 ; Bronchitis,  5 ; 
Diarrhoea,  4 ; Inanition,  4 ; Marasmus,  3 ; Meningitis, 
3 ; Dentition,  2 ; Debility,  1 ; Enteritis,  1 ; Gastritis, 
1 ; Hepatic  Congestion,  1 ; Injuries,  1 : Tabes-Mes- 
enterica,  1 ; and  Whooping  Cough,  1. 
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It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  majority  of 
the  deaths  were  due  to  causes  outside  the  scope 
of  the  Sanitary  Officer,  and  that  it  is  desirable  for 
those  interested  in  social  questions  to  endeavour,  by 
precept  and  example,  to  improve  the  knowledge  of 
mothers  of  the  poorer  classes,  especially  in  the 
elementary  sanitary  principles  of  feeding,  clothing, 
and  general  management  of  children  of  tender  years. 


The  next  Table  is  useful  in  showing  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  deaths  in  each  quarter,  together  with 
the  birth-rate,  total  and  Zymotic  death-rates  : 

J 


1 895. 

Birt  hs. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Zymotic 

Death  Rate. 

1st  Quarter  

61 

21 -C8 

39 

13-48 

Nil. 

2nd  h 

63 

21  -80 

45 

1 5*56 

1 -oo 

3rd  h 

72 

24-92 

29 

10-00 

1 -36 

4th  n 

62 

21  -44 

33 

12-08 

1 -36 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Sixteen  deaths  have  been  registered  from  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  compared  with 
twenty-four  in  the  preceding  year.  Of  these,  four 
occurred  in  the  Workhouse  and  three  in  the  Small-pox 
Hospital  in  patients  not  belonging  to  the  District. 
This  leaves  us,  therefore,  with  nine  to  be  debited  to 
Erdington  and  Witton,  but  as  two  died  in  the 
Scarlet  Fever  Hospital  outside  the  District,  the 
corrected  figure  becomes  eleven,  due  to  the  following 
diseases  : — Scarlet  Fever,  2 ; Diphtheria,  1 ; Whoop- 
ing Cough,  1 ; Typhoid  Fever,  1 ; and  Diarrhoea,  6. 
All  these  deaths  occurred  in  the  Erdington  division. 
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134  cases  were  notified  under  the  Act,  compared 
with  92  in  1894.  Of  these,  1 6 were  in  the  Workhouse, 

1 at  Jafiray  Hospital,  and  1 at  the  Orphanage, 
leaving  for  the  District  proper  116,  viz.,  96  from 
Erdington  and  20  from  Witton.  Though  this  figure 
exceeds  that  for  1894,  there  has  been  nothing  really 
approaching  an  epidemic  prevalence,  but  in  my 
opinion,  particularly  as  regards  Scarlet  Fever,  it 
must  be  looked  upon,  to  some  extent,  as  a 
consequence  of  the  very  low  figure  of  last  year. 

Small-pox.  Three  deaths  were  registered  from 
Small-pox,  and  occurred  in  the  Aston  Manor  Hospital, 
which  is  just  situated  in  the  District,  but  none  of  them 
belonged  to  Erdington  or  Witton,  in  fact  only  one 
case  was  notified  in  January  in  Fentham  Hoad,  and 
in  this  instance  the  infection  could  be  traced  to  the 
City  of  Birmingham,  where  the  epidemic  had  not  yet 
died  out.  The  patient  was  removed  to  hospital,  and 
the  further  spread  of  the  disease  arrested. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Two  deaths  were  registered  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  both  in  children  under  five  years  of 
age,  and  both  occurred  in  the  hospital. 

Ninety-two  cases  were  notified  in  all,  of  which  71 
occurred  in  Erdington,  10  in  Witton,  9 in  the  Work- 
house,  1 in  the  Jafiray  Hospital,  and  1 in  Mason’s 
Orphanage,  so  that  it  will  be  seen  that,  though 
somewhat  more  prevalent  than  of  late,  it  was  of  a 
very  mild  type,  the  mortality  being  a little  over 
two  per  cent.  The  prevalence  was  most  marked  in 
the  latter  half  of  the  year  ; and,  indeed,  the  greatest 
number  of  cases  occurred  in  the  last  three  months. 
I was  unable  to  discover  any  particular  source  of 
infection,  nor  do  I think  it  likely  that  there  was  one, 
for  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  very  prevalent,  not  only 
in  the  neighbouring  district  of  Aston  Manor,  but 
also  in  the  City  of  Birmingham,  and,  indeed, 
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throughout  the  Counties  of  Warwick  and  Stafford. 
The  hospital  has  been  of  the  greatest  service,  and 
no  less  than  60  cases  (including  those  from  the 
Workhouse)  were  removed  to  it. 

Measles.  Not  a single  death  was  registered 

O O 

from  this  disease,  nor  did  any  cases  come  under  my 
notice,  though,  as  Measles  is  not  notifiable  in 
Erdington,  it  is  quite  possible  that  a few  such 
occurred. 

Diphtheria.  One  death  only  was  registered 
from  Diphtheria,  and  this  occurred  in  Bell  Lane. 
I found  the  privy  to  be  defective,  while  a urinal  in 
the  yard  was  offensive.  Probably,  however,  a more 
important  factor  in  the  causation  of  the  disease  was 
damp,  the  water-closet  cistern  in  the  house  having 
overflowed  down  the  wall  and  into  the  passage 
and  room  adjoining.  All  defects  were  afterwards 
remedied.  In  addition  to  this,  two  other  cases  were 
notified  in  Erdington,  both  of  them  very  mild  and 
unassociated  with  sanitary  defects.  In  December, 
at  Witton,  nine  cases  were  notified  in  children  and 
a pupil  teacher  who  had  attended  the  Station  Road 
Schools,  which  had  been  closed  owing  to  a serious 
outbreak  of  the  disease.  There  is  now  no  doubt 
that  school  attendance  is  primarily  responsible  for 
much  of  the  Diphtheria  occurring,  and  although 
the  cases  which  occurred  in  Aston  Manor  were, 
particularly  at  first,  very  virulent  and  caused  a 
high  mortality,  only  one  case  subsequently  died 
(viz.,  in  1896)  at  Witton.  I am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  record,  too,  that  no  further  spread  of  the  disease 
from  infected  houses  took  place. 

Typhoid  Fever.  ( )ne  death  only  was  registered, 
and  2 non- fatal  cases  of  Typhoid  notified  throughout 
the  vear,  and  of  the  latter  one  was  brought  sick  into 
the  District.  The  fatal  case  occurred  in  partially 
rebuilt  premises  in  High  Street,  where  in  some 
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respects  the  drainage  was  not  quite  satisfactory. 
The  defects  were  at  once  remedied  The  only  other 
case  to  he  debited  to  the  District  was  in  a young 
farm  labourer,  who  had  been  for  some  weeks  engaged 
in  carting  night-soil  from  a neighbouring  town,  and 
who  had,  I believe,  become  infected  through  this 
agency. 

As  the  typhoidal  poison  exists  chiefly  in  f ecal 
matter,  this  case  is  interesting  as  giving  point  to  the 
objections  against  conservancy  systems  of  refuse 
removal,  which  have  often  been  urged.  The  very 
small  incidence  of  Typhoid  on  the  District,  both  in 
this  and  previous  years,  is  an  eloquent  testimony  to 
the  generally  good  sanitary  arrangements  existing. 

Whooping  Cough.  One  death  only  has  been 
registered  from  Whooping  Cough,  and  1 have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  at  all  prevalent 
throughout  the  year. 

Diarrhoea.  Ten  deaths  are  attributed  to 
Diarrhoea,  of  which  four  occurred  in  the  Workhouse. 
Of  the  remaining  six,  which  occurred  in  Erdington, 
four  were  in  infants  and  occurred  in  the  autumn. 
It  is  a well-known  fact  that  when  the  ground 
temperature  rises  to  56  Fall.,  then  infantile  Diarrhoea 
tends  to  become  prevalent,  and  in  the  late  hot 
autumn  of  last  year  we  had  this  and  other  suitable 
conditions  for  its  development. 

Influenza.  Though  in  1894  no  deaths  were 
registered  from  influenza,  in  1895  six  were  so  set 
down.  I And  on  comparing  the  numbers  of  deaths 
from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  that  the 
mortality  was  rather  higher  in  1895  than  in  1894  ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I am  of  opinion  that  the 
District  did  not  suffer  to  anything  like  the  extent 
which  it  did  in  some  of  the  earlier  years  of  the 
decade. 
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AX  ACCOUNT  OF  ENQUIRIES  MADE  AS  TO  CONDITIONS 
INJURIOUS  TO  HEALTH,  AND  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
ADVISED  ; ALSO,  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SUPERVISION 
EXERCISED  OVER  PLACES  AND  HOUSES  WHICH  THE 
SANITARY  AUTHORITY  HAVE  POWER  TO  REGULATE, 
WITH  THE  ACTION  TAKEN  IN  REGAR  D TO  OFFENSIVE 
TRADES. 

As  in  previous  years,  every  division  of  the 
District  has  been  continually  and  carefully  inspected, 
and  many  nuisances  have  been  discovered  and 
remedied. 

NOTIFICATION. 

The  Notification  Act  has,  as  usual,  worked 
without  a hitch,  thanks  to  the  help  rendered  by  the 
various  medical  men  practising  within  the  District. 
Altogether  134  certificates  have  been  received,  of 
which  18  came  from  the  public  institutions,  viz.  : 

16  from  the  Workhouse,  one  from  Jaffray  Hospital, 
and  one  from  the  Mason  Orphanage.  The  total  cost 
of  notification  was  £15  8s.  0d, 

ISOLATION. 

Sixty-one  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  viz. 

9 from  the  Workhouse  and  52  from  the  District  proper. 
This  is  a large  increase  on  the  previous  year,  but  it 
is  not  a surprising  total  when  we  consider  how 
prevalent  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  in  neighbouring 
districts.  The  value  of  an  isolation  hospital  is 
probably  beyond  computation,  because  it  not  only  in 
the  first  instance  removes  infection  from  the  District, 
but  gives  the  best  chance  of  recovery  to  the  patient, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  bread-winner  is  not 
withdrawn  from  his  occupation,  nor,  as  must  happen 
in  many  cases,  is  school  attendance  prevented  for 
any  length  of  time,  by  the  necessary  quarantining 
of  other  children  in  the  infected  house. 
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SEWAGE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

I am  indebted  to  your  Engineer,  Mr.  J.  E.  Willcox, 
for  the  following  particulars  of  work  done  in 
connection  with  sewerage  and  drainage,  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  what  great  strides  are  being  taken  in 
order  to  maintain  and  improve  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Disti  •ict. 

DRAIN  CONNECTIONS. 

Some  50  Drain  Connections  have  been  made  from  Main  Sewers  to 
drains  from  some  90  houses. 

SEWERS. 

Large  Sewerage  Extensions  and  Alterations  have  been  carried  out  in 
the  District,  as  follows  : — 

Frederick  and  Hilleries  Roads,  including  Railway 

Crossing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  424  yds. 

New  Street,  including  some  difficult  tunnelling 
under  the  embankment  of  the  L.  and  N.  W. 

Railway  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324  >i 

Bell  Lane...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  481  u 

Silver  Birch  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  315  n 

Tyburn,  including  the  construction  of  the  syphon 

under  Main  Birmingham  Outfall  Sewer  ...  715  n 

A new  sewer  has  also  been  laid  down  the  site  of  Mr.  Wilton’s  new 
road  from  High  Street  to  Board  School  Road,  some  250  yards  in  length, 
therefore  it  will  be  seen  that  during  the  past  twelve  months  2,509  yards, 
or  nearly  14  miles,  of  new  sewers  have  been  constructed,  thereby  doing 
away  with  some  serious  pollutions  and  providing  some  140  to  150  houses 
with  effectual  drainage,  which  before  were  in  a very  unsatisfactory  sanitary 
condition. 

The  flushing  of  sewers  over  the  whole  District  has  had  regular  and 
systematic  attention,  and  the  following  amounts  of  water  have  been  drawn 
from  the  Corporation’s  Mains  for  this  purpose 

Flushing  Chambers  at  summits  of  Sewers  ...  531,000  galls. 

Water  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,070,450  u 

at  a total  cost  of  £67  4s.  Od. 

I regret  that  nothing  has  yet  been  done  in  the 
way  of  sewerage  at  Witton,  for  I am  of  opinion 
that  this  is  the  part  of  the  District  which  urgently 
requires  sanitary  improvement.  I should  be  lacking 
in  my  duty,  too,  were  I not  to  again  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  desirability  of  undertaking  the  scavenging 
of  the  District.  The  removal  of  filth  from  the 


neighbourhood  of  the  dwelling  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  most  important  duties  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Sanitary  Authority,  and  it  is  impossible,  even 
by  the  most  rigorous  supervision,  to  get  that  early 
removal  which  is  so  essential  to  health,  if  the  initia- 
tive is  left  to  the  average  tenant.  In  a Rural 
District,  owing  to  dwellings  being  scattered,  injury 
to  health  is  less  likely  to  result  ; but  Erdington 
lias  ceased  to  be  rural  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name, 
and  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  public  scavenging 
cannot  with  safety  be  longer  kept  in  abeyance. 

The  important  sanitary  work  of  watering  the 
roads  has  been  efficiently  carried  out  during  the  dry 
weather,  and  I am  informed  that  no  less  than 
! ,044,992  gallons  of  water  have  been  used  over  some 
five  miles  of  road,  at  a cost  of  £74  3s.  9£d.,  inclu- 
sive of  team  labour. 

NEW  ROADS  AND  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  AYillcox  informs  me  that  several  new. roads 
are  in  course  of  construction,  and  that  nearly  100 
new  houses  have  been  completed,  while  plans  for  140 
to  150  have  been  passed  by  the  Committee  during 
the  year. 

t/ 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Eight  samples  of  water  have  been  submitted 
by  the  Inspector  to  me  as  County  Analyst,  all  taken 
from  private  wells,  and  of  these  no  less  than  seven 
were  so  polluted  as  to  be  dangerous  to  health. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD. 

Sixty-six  samples  of  food  were  submitted  by  the 
Inspector,  and  of  these  three,  viz.,  milk,  were  adul- 
terated. In  one  case  a summons  was  issued,  and 
tlie  vendor  fined  twenty  shillings  and  costs.  The 
vendors  m the  other  two  cases  were  cautioned  by 
the  Committee. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  abated  by 
notice  from  the  Inspector,  one  at  Tyburn  and  one 
in  Moor  End  Lane. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  three  places  in  the  District  where 
offensive  trades  exist,  viz.,  one  in  Goosemore  Lane, 
where  blood-drying  and  manure-making  is  carried 
on  ; while  there  are  two  gut  scrapers,  one  in 
Hampton  Road  and  one  in  Moor  End  Lane.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  it  was  necessary  in  1894  to 
take  legal  proceedings  against  the  Manure  Works, 
and,  as  a consequence,  the  processes  have  been  so 
much  better  conducted  that  no  complaints  arose  in 
1895.  In  two  instances,  however,  in  the  case  of 
one  of  the  gut  scrapers  notices  were  served  by  the 
Inspector  to  abate  the  nuisance,  and  afterwards  this 
very  offensive  trade  was  conducted  satisfactorily. 

HOUSES  UNFIT  FOR  HABITATION. 

I have  found  it  necessary,  in  two  instances,  to 
condemn  dwelling-houses  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

In  one  instance,  I found  the  row  known  as 
Hewkin’s  Buildings  to  be  so  dilapidated,  both  as 
regards  the  house  structure  and  sanitary  conveni- 
ences, as  to  be  absolutely  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
In  consequence  of  my  report,  an  order  was  issued 
to  close  them,  and  subsequently  such  repairs  were 
effected  as  rendered  them  again  fit  for  use.  The 
other  case  was  one  in  which  a railway  carriage  was 
being  used  as  a dwelling  on  a garden,  and  in  this 
it  was  necessary  for  magisterial  proceedings  to  be 
taken  against  the  tenant,  when  an  order  was 
obtained  for  the  place  to  be  vacated. 
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VACCINATION. 

To  the  great  credit  both  of  the  Guardians  and 
the  Vaccination  Officers,  Vaccination  is  still  efficiently 
carried  out  in  the  Aston  Union,  with  the  result  that 
the  Erdington  District  shows  returns  for  last  year 
which  compare  very  favourably  with  the  neighbour- 
ing districts.  I notice,  with  regret  and  amazement, 
that  in  many  districts  vaccination  is  now  almost  a 
dead  letter,  so  that  in  a few  years,  when  the  inevitable 

y J ' 

day  of  reckoning  comes,  we  may  expect  an  epidemic 
of  Small-pox  of  a type  from  which  luckily  of  late 
years  the  country  has  been  free.  Our  own  District, 

J J m 

however,  being  efficiently  vaccinated,  has  but  little 
to  fear. 

METEOROLOGY. 

Sutton  Coldfield  is  the  nearest  station  where 
meteorological  observations  are  taken,  as  far  as  1 
know,  and  I am  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Marston,  the 
Borough  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  the 
weather  experienced  during  1895 

The  Rainfall  gaugings  showed  an  exeess  of  2-82  inches  over  the 
average  of  the  previous  six  years,  but  the  total  was  less  than  in  1889  and 
1891  by  H inches. 

The  amount  of  Sunshine,  recorded  by  a Jordan  instrument,  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  average,  but  less  by  nearly  300  hours  than  1893. 
The  mean  temperature  was  1 • ~J  below  that  of  last  year,  and  2\8J  below 
1893  ; it  was  also  '9J  below  the  average  of  the  last  six  years,  while  the 
relative  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  1 per  cent,  drier  than  the  average 
for  the  same  period.  The  year  has  been  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  long 
and  severe  frost  which  occurred  during  the  months  of  January  and 
February  ; and  for  a gale  of  wind  of  unusually  high  velocity  which  swept 
over  the  district  on  Sunday,  24th  March,  and  caused  a very  large  amount 
of  damage  to  buildings  and  trees.  Evidence  of  the  remarkable  power  of 
the  wind  is  afforded  by  the  facts  that  in  Sutton  Park  alone  635  trees  were 
destroyed,  555  of  them  being  torn  up  by  the  roots  ; several  houses  in  the 
Borough  were  unroofed,  while  chimneys  and  gables  were  blown  down  in  all 
directions,  all  within  the  space  of  an  hour.  The  frost  commenced  on 
28th  December,  1894,  and  continued  with  more  or  less  severity  until  the 
close  of  February.  The  point  of  greatest  intensity  was  reached  on 
8th  February,  on  which  day  the  minimum  temperature  was  1 *0°  in  the 
screen,  and  1(P  below  Zero  on  the  grass  On  10th  January,  the  highest 
temperature  recorded  during  the  day  was  22\8°,  and  on  the  night  of  the 
11th  the  minimum  thermometer  in  the  screen  registered  only  7'6°,  and  that 
on  the  grass  2d°  below  Zero.  Outdoor  work  was  suspended  for  nearly  two 
months,  water  mains  were  frozen  up  and  burst,  surface  water  gullies  were 
blocked  with  ice,  and  in  one  district  a sewer  became  frozen  up. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

The  Inspectors  report,  will  be  found  in  the 
appendix,  from  which  it  will  he  seenhow  large  an 
amount  of  work  is  carried  on  in  the  District. 

I must  again  testify  to  the  excellent  way  in 
which  the  Inspector  and  his  Assistant  have  carried 
out  their  duties,  and  it  is  with  much  satisfaction 
that  I hear  you  have  appointed  the  inspector  for 
the  future  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the  District. 

CONCLUSION. 

I can  again  congratulate  you  on  the  facts  stated 
in  this  report : for  although  the  death-rate  is  rather 
higher  than  in  1894,  it  is  still  below  the  average  of 
similar  districts  throughout  the  country.  I desire, 
in  conclusion,  to  thank  both  the  members  of  the 
Committee  and  my  brother  Officers  for  the  courtesy 
and  help  1 have  ever  received  at  their  hands. 

I remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  BOSTOCK  HILL,  M.D.,  D.P.LI.  Camb., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  D. — Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  Done  in  tiie  Inspector 
of  Nuisances’  Department  during  the  Year  1895,  in  the 
Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Erdington. 


Description  of  Work  Performed. 

Inspections  and 

Observations  made. 

Formal  Notices 

by  Authority. 

Nuisances  Abated 

after  Notice. 

rFoul  Conditions 

10 

6 

26 

Dwelling  Houses 

Structural  Defec's 

14 

9 

16 

and  Schools 

Overcrowding... 

4 

2 

2 

Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

6 

2 

12 

Lodging  Houses 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

12 

2 

2 

Cow  Sheds 

20 

— 

— 

Bakehouses 

2G 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

16 

- — - 

— 

Canal  Boats  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

40 

hr 

i 

7 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

10 

5 

5 

Water  Closets 

40 

20 

20 

'Defective  Traps 

16 

8 

8 

House  Drainage  - 

No  Disconnection 

2 

1 

1 

. I 

Other  Faults  ... 

18 

9 

9 

• 

AYater  Supply 

6 

3 

3 

Pigsties 

24 

4 

4 

Animals  improperly  kept 

4 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

2 

2 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

8 

9 

•J 

9 

Totals  . . . • • . 

288 

85 

122 
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TABLE  D. — Continued. 


Description  of  Work  Performed. 


No. 


Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  ... 

Samples  of  Food  taken  for  Analysis 
n ii  found  Adulterated 

ti  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 
ii  ii  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


66 


3 


8 


Precautions  Against  Infectious  Disease. 


Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  Stoved  or  Destroyed  ... 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 

Schools  ii  it  ii  ii 

Prosecutions  for  not  Notifying  Existence  of  Infectious 
Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Convictions  n u n n 

/ 

Prosecutions  for  Exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  Things 
Convictions  n h u n 


15 

58 


N.  DEEKS, 


Inspector  of  Nuisance*, 
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TABLE  E. 


Proceedings  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 

1875-9. 

Description  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis  during  the  Year. 


no.  date. 

ARTICLE. 

REMARKS. 

1 — Jan. 

28th... 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

2—  „ 

28th... 

...Milk...: 

Genuine. 

3 — it 

28th... 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

4—  H 

28th  .. 

. . . Coffee 

Genuine. 

5—  n 

28th  .. 

. . . Tea 

Genuine. 

6—  H 

28th... 

. . . Pepper 

Genuine. 

7— Feb. 

21st... 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

8—  H 

21st... 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

9 — 

21st... 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

10—  H 

21st... 

. . .Butter 

Genuine. 

11—  It 

21st... 

. . .Butter 

Genuine. 

12—  ,, 

21st... 

. . . Lard 

. ...Genuine. 

13 — Mar. 

22nd . . . 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

14—  H 

22nd. . . 

...Milk 

15 — ,, 

22nd... 

...Milk 

Genuine. 

16—  ,, 

22nd... 

. . . Coffee 

Genuine. 

17—  H 

22nd  .. 

...Pepper 

18—  m 

22  nd. . . 

...Mustard.  

19 — Apr. 

22nd... 

...Milk 

Adulterated  with  8 % of  added 

water.  Cautioned  by  Committee. 

20—  .. 

22nd. . . 

...Milk 

21—  H 

22nd... 

...Milk 

22—  „ 

22nd . . . 

. . . Coffee 

23—  u 

22nd  . . 

. Pepper 

Genuine. 

24 — u 

22nd . . . 

...Mustard 

25 — May 

22nd... 

...Milk 

. . . . Genuine. 

26— 

22nd... 

...Milk 

27—  m 

22nd . . . 

. Milk 

Genuine. 

28- 

22nd... 

...Butter 

29—  .. 

22nd... 

..  .Butter 

30—  .. 

22nd... 

. . .Lard 

21 


TABLE  E — Continued. 


NO. 

DATE. 

ARTICLE. 

REMARKS. 

31— 

-June  20th... 

...Milk 

. .Oenuine. 

32  — 

■ ii  20th... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

QQ 

«)o — 

■ M 20th... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

34- 

„ 20th... 

. . . V inegar 

. .Genuine. 

35- 

ii  20th... 

...Coffee 

. .Genuine. 

36— 

„ 20th... 

. . .Mustard 

. .Genuine. 

37 — 

July  23rd... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

38— 

„ 23rd... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

39— 

„ 23rd... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

40  - 

,i  23rd... 

. . . Coffee 

. .Genuine. 

41  — 

,i  23rd... 

...Mustard 

. .Genuine. 

42— 

„ 23rd... 

...Pepper 

. .Genuine. 

43— 

•Sept.  19th... 

...Milk 

. .Adulterated  with  5 % added  water 

Cautioned  by  Committee. 

44— 

19th... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

45  — 

,i  19th... 

...Milk 

Adulterated  25  %,  deficient  of  its 
natural  fat.  Summoned,  fined 
20s.  and  costs. 

46- 

i.  19th... 

. . .( 'offee 

. .Genuine. 

47- 

,i  19th... 

...Mustard 

..Genuine. 

48— 

,i  19th... 

. ..Pepper 

. .Genuine. 

49— 

Oct.  22nd... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

50- 

ii  22nd... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

51— 

it  22nd... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

52  - 

ii  22nd... 

. ..Vinegar 

. .Genuine. 

53— 

ii  22nd... 

. . .Butter 

. Genuine 

54— 

ii  22nd... 

. . . Lard 

. .Genuine. 

55  — 

Nov.  20th... 

...Powdered  Cinnamon. 

. .Genuine 

56- 

M 20th... 

. . . Cream  of  Tartar 

. .Genuine 

57— 

ii  20th... 

...Magnesia 

. .Genuine. 

58  — 

ti  21st... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

59— 

.1  21st... 

...Milk 

. . Genuine. 

60— 

H 21st... 

...Milk 

. Genuine. 

61- 

Dec.  6th... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

62— 

n 6th... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

63- 

ii  6th... 

...Milk 

. .Genuine. 

64— 

M 6th... 

..  .Coffee 

. .Genuine. 

65 — 

.1  6th... 

...Pepper 

. .Genuine. 

66- 

ii  6th... 

...Tea 

, .Genuine. 
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TABLE  G. 

RESULT  OF  METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS  TAKEN  AT  SUTTON  COLDFIELD  DURING  THE  YEAR  1895. 


DATE. 


January  ... 
February 

March  

April  

May  

June  

July  ..  . 

August 

September 

October  ... 

November 

December 


TOTALS. 

EXTREMES. 

Rainfall. 

Sunshine. 

BAROMETER. 

THERMOMETERS. 

RAIN  GAUGE, 

360 '7  feet  above 
mean  sea  level. 

S? 
ci  o 

$.5  02 

tap*  “ 

orlri 

A o 
° .5 

Highest  Corrected 
Readings. 

Lowest  Corrected 
Readings. 

(in  shade) 

Highest  Readings 

in  Sun. 

(Black  Bulb.) 

Lowest  Readings 

on  Grass. 

Highest 

Readings. 

Lowest 

Readings. 

1 ins. 

hrs. 

min. 

ins. 

Date. 

ins. 

Date. 

o 

Date. 

o 

Date. 

o 

Date. 

o 

Date. 

ins. 

Date. 

4-262 

38 

50 

30-544 

30th 

28-939 

14th 

42  8 

19th 

7-6 

11th 

86-0 

30th 

-21 

11th 

D120 

20th 

•062 

66 

30 

30-546 

16  th 

29-748 

1 1 1 If 

45-0 

28th 

DO 

8th 

103-5 

11th 

-100 

8th 

•062 

2nd 

2173 

74 

20 

30-455 

16th 

28-744 

28th 

59-0 

21st 

25-0 

4th 

113-8 

21st 

15-2 

3rd 

•374 

6th. 

| 1-941 

127 

45 

30-391 

12th 

29-463 

6th 

6D5 

23rd 

26-7 

4th 

120-9 

28th 

18-1 

4 th 

•747 

25th 

j 1-321 

2(19 

45 

30-610 

2nd 

29-677 

19  th 

78-8 

30th 

35  0 

2nd 

133-0 

30th 

25  0 

2nd 

•665 

30th 

•882 

135 

45 

30-461 

23rd 

29-710 

19  th 

78-0 

8th 

35-6 

15th 

132-5 

23rd 

25-3 

1 5th 

•450 

26th 

| 4< 1 1 

118 

20 

29-984 

2nd 

29-394 

21st 

75-8 

8th 

45-8 

1 st 

129-2 

29th 

30  2 

31st 

•907 

18  th 

| 3 -426 

J25 

30 

30-310 

25th 

29-456 

6 th 

76-2 

20th 

42-7 

25th 

125-5 

20th 

31-2 

25th 

•510 

5th 

’ 1 32 

204 

5 

30  406 

21st. 

29-518 

3rd 

83-0 

29th 

30-5 

23rd 

135-1 

26th 

28  0 

23rd 

•320 

2nd 

. j 3-351 

73 

40 

30-263 

20th 

28-983 

5th 

72-0 

1st 

25-0 

26th 

lls-7 

1st 

13  0 

24  tli 

•875 

8th 

.||  J-.>6.) 

32 

0 

30-365 

18th 

29-247 

8th 

60-7 

16th 

27-8 

18th 

94-1 

14  th 

12-1 

18th 

■793 

30th 

i 

19 

20 

30-272 

27th 

28-996 

16th 

54-5 

5th 

24-7 

11th 

84-8 

1st 

13-2 

21st 

■410 

12th 

ins. 

hrs. 

i . 
min. 

1 28-383 

1225 

50 

Means  tor  the  Y ear  . . 

BARO- 

METER. 


acre 

c 

.a  o 


PS 


$ 'w  . > 
^ CD  S-<  <D 
■ 

--.rj  re6  ce 
^ £ Ph  a) 

3 io  02 

CO  cj 


<u 


<D 


Pm 


ins. 


29 '7  IS 
30 ' 1 52 
29-720 
29-919 

29- 119 

30- 086 
29-792 

29- 922 

30- 116 
29-782 
29-769 
29-804 


29-825 


MEANS. 

(in  shade) 

u 

S3  1 

p_i  £ 

a 

H a) 

£ 'S 

c6 

a> 

3 

Relative  Humidity. 

DATE. 

o 

% 

30-7 

81 

January 

27-9 

86 

February 

4D2 

88 

March 

47-0 

80 

April 

53-6 

72 

May 

58-0 

73 

June 

60-6 

79 

July 

60-1 

76 

August 

59-3 

86 

September 

45-6 

86 

October 

42-4 

85 

November 

36-7 

89 

December 

46-9 

82 

I he  greatest  amount  of  rain  any  one  month  was  4-711  inches  during  July  ; and  the  greatest  amount  during  any  one  day  was  1-120  on  January  20th. 

Rainfall  in  excess  of  half  an  inch  also  fell  on  the  following  days  : — January  12th  and  loth,  April  25th,  May  30th,  July  18th,  August  5th,  October  5th,  8tli,  and  21st, 

November  5tli  and  30th.  ® J J 1 > j < j < a 

J he  highest  corrected  reading  of  the  Barometer  was  30'610  on  May  2nd  ; and  the  lowest  was  28 '744  on  March  28th. 

4 lie  highest  reading  of  Thermometer  in  shade  was  8.3  0 on  September  29th  ; and  the  lowest  was  1‘0  on  February  8th. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  Solar  Radiation  Thermometer  was  135-1  on  Sep.  26th  ; and  the  lowest  reading  of  the  Terrestrial  Radiation  Thermometer  was  - lO'O  on  Feb.  8th. 

C.  F.  MARSTON,  Assoc.  Mem.  Inst.  C.E., 

Borough  Surveyor. 


